ABSTRACT . Linaria iranica Hamdi & Assadi (Scrophulariaceae) is a new species from Kerman Province, Iran. It belongs to Linaria Miller sect. Versicolores (Bentham) Wettstein, and its closest relative is L. tenuis Sprengel. Linaria iranica differs from L. tenuis in the smaller corollas (7-8 mm vs. 12-17 mm), longer spurs relative to the remaining corolla, smaller capsules (3-3.2 mm vs. 3.5-6 mm), and the ornamentation of seed surfaces.
Linaria Miller is widely distributed throughout the world and is introduced in the Americas (Hong, 1983) . The genus comprises annual or perennial herbs that grow in diverse habitats including dry and sandy areas and rocky slopes. Sutton (1988) recognized 150 species, of which 24 occur in Iran. This genus is divided into seven sections mainly based on seed morphology. The seeds in section Versicolores (Bentham) Wettstein are reniform, irregularly trigonous, or tetrahedral, and not laterally compressed. It is composed of 21 species worldwide, of which one occurs in Iran. Geographically, section Versicolores is distributed in Central and Southern Europe, West and South Asia, and North Africa. Sutton (1988) recognized some 150 species, of which 25 occur in Iran (Boiss, 1867; Parsa, 1949; Davis, 1982; Sutton, 1988; Hamdi et al., 2005a Hamdi et al., , b, 2006 Hamdi et al., , 2007 Planta annua, herbacea, glauca, inflorescentia excepta glabra, erecta; caules fertiles 15-20 cm longi, supra ramosi. Folia caulina fertilia 10-20 3 0.3-0.4 mm, alterna, filiformia, acuta. Inflorescentia 2-5 cm longa, floribus 2 ad 5, laxa; bracteae ca. 2 3 0.5 mm, apice acutae, glandulosae, lanceolatae; pediceli 2.5-3 mm longi, glanduloso-villosi. Calycis lobi inequales, 2.5-3 3 0.6-0.8 mm, apice subacuta, lineari-lanceolati; corolla 7-8 mm longa, flava; tubus ad os ca. 2.5 mm latus; sinus labii 0.7-0.75 mm longi; calcar ca. 4 mm longum, ad basem ca. 0.8 mm latum, rectum. Capsula 3-3.2 3 2.4-2.6 mm. Semina 0.6-0.65 3 0.32-0.36 mm, 3-vel 4-angulata.
Annual herb, glaucous, glabrous except for inflorescences, erect; fertile stems 15-20 cm, branched above. Leaves of fertile stems 10-20 3 0.3-0.4 mm, alternate, filiform, acute. Inflorescences 2-5 cm, 2-to 5-flowered; inflorescence axes lax in flowering and fruiting, fertile bracts ca. 2 3 0.5 mm, apices acute, lanceolate, glandular-villose; pedicels 2.5-3 mm, glandular-villose. Calyx lobes unequal, 2.5-3 3 0.6-0.8 mm, apices subacute, lanceolate to linear, not scarious, glandular-villose; corollas 7-8 mm, yellow, corolla tubes ca. 2.5 mm wide at mouth, adaxial lip with sinuses 0.7-0.75 mm, distance between lip apices ca. 1.5 mm, corolla spurs ca. 4 mm long, ca. 0.8 mm wide at base, straight, length equaling half of corolla. Capsules 3-3.2 3 2.4-2.6 mm; seeds 0.6-0.65 3 0.32-0.36 mm, 3-to 4-angled, dark gray; seed with 5 to 7 transverse ridges; seed testa cell ca. 50 3 12 mm.
Distribution, habitat, and IUCN Red List category. Linaria iranica grows in mountainous habitats of Kerman Province, in southern Iran, at elevations from 1300-1800 m and is presumably endemic. It seems to be limited to the upper alpine climatic zone (Kerman subprovince, Iran-Turanian region) (Zohary, 1963 (Zohary, , 1973 . From a phytosociological point of view, it is part of the grassland communities in Iran. The conservation status of the new species is considered to be incomplete according to IUCN Red List criteria (IUCN, 2001) , with an assessment of Data Deficient (DD).
Etymology. The species epithet recognizes the country of origin, Iran.
Relationships. Linaria iranica is allopatric to, and appears to be related to, L. tenuis Sprengel, with the latter species from north-central and Northeast Africa and Southwest Asia (Palestine, Iraq, Libya, Syria, Saudi Arabia) (Sutton, 1988) . The new species differs from L. tenuis in the size of the corollas, capsules, spurs, bracts, and seeds, as well as in the ornamentation of seeds (Table 1) . Seed coat micromorphology (Elisens, 1985) provides further differences within the Scrophulariaceae, and less conspicuous differences may be seen in the shape and size of the seed coat cells (Fig. 1 
